
NSF/ANSI 42, 53 AND 401 
FILTRATION SYSTEMS STANDARDS
When entering the competitive filtration marketplace, it’s important to consider if your 
product has the right certifications to stand out. The most common certifications for filtration systems are NSF/
ANSI 42, 53 and 401, which certify that a product reduces a particular set of contaminants from drinking water.  

NSF/ANSI 42: DRINKING WATER TREATMENT UNITS – AESTHETIC EFFECTS 
This standard establishes minimum requirements for systems designed to reduce non-health-related contaminants.

SCOPE Point-of-use and point-of-entry systems

CLAIMS
Chlorine, taste and odor, chloramine, particulate, iron, manganese, zinc and total dissolved 
solids (TDS)

TESTING
Material safety, structural integrity and specific aesthetic-related contaminant reduction 
claims (claims vary by product)

NSF/ANSI 53: DRINKING WATER TREATMENT UNITS – HEALTH EFFECTS 
This standard establishes minimum requirements for systems designed to reduce specific health-related 
contaminants. 

SCOPE Point-of-use and point-of-entry systems

CLAIMS
This standard offers over 50 contaminant reduction claims. Some of the most popular include: 
lead, Cryptosporidium, VOCs and chromium. 

TESTING
Material safety, structural integrity and specific health-related contaminant reduction claims 
(claims vary by product)

This piece covers the main industry standards for filtration systems, but NSF also offers 
certifications specific to reverse osmosis, UV filtration systems and water softeners. Contact 
us for more information on those standards/certifications.

Not sure which standard f its your product?
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NSF/ANSI 401: EMERGING COMPOUNDS/INCIDENTAL CONTAMINANTS 
This standard addresses the ability of a water treatment device to remove up to 15 individual contaminants which 
have been identified in published studies as occurring in drinking water. The contaminants covered in NSF/ANSI 
401 have been detected in drinking water supplies at trace levels and can affect some consumers’ perception of 
drinking water quality.

SCOPE Point-of-use and point-of-entry systems

CLAIMS
This standard offers up to 15 specific contaminant reduction claims. Some of the most popular 
categories include prescription drugs, over-the-counter medications, herbicides, pesticides and 
chemical compounds.  

TESTING
Material safety, structural integrity and specific emerging compounds/incidental contaminants 
outlined in the standard. 

WHY CHOOSE NSF TO CERTIFY YOUR PRODUCTS?
NSF International is the world leader in testing and certification for drinking water products, including water 
filtration systems. When you work with us, you can always expect these benefits:

 > Use of the NSF mark

 > Dedicated account managers

 > Expert technical staff

 > In-house laboratories

WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT WHEN GETTING CERTIFIED TO NSF/ANSI 42, 53 AND 401

Certification to any of these filtration standards follows a simple process:

Your company
submits an
application.

You provide
product formulation,

toxicology and
product use
information.

Our technical
team reviews
formulations

and/or parts lists.

We perform an
on-site audit of
the production

facility and collect/
request samples.

Our laboratory
conducts testing.

We complete a
�nal technical

evaluation.

NSF certi�cation
is granted

(and maintained
annually).

APPLICATION SUBMISSION REVIEW
ON-SITE AUDIT TESTING TECHNICAL

EVALUATIO N

CERTIFICATION


